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obstinacy to secure an alliance even more brilliant and
promising, which brought him a great position, much
shame, long anxiety, and his own valiant and astute
successor, Maurice of Nassau, ultimately Prince of
Orange.

The bride whom the Prince resolved to win was
Anne, daughter and heiress of that Maurice, Duke of
Saxony, who had so rudely shaken the very throne of
Charles V., and granddaughter of Philip, Landgrave of
Hesse, one of the most ardent chiefs of the Reformation.
Anne, now in her seventeenth year, not ill-looking, but
ill-made, somewhat lame, of a violent nature which
ended in madness, had been brought up at Dresden by
her uncle, Augustus, Elector of Saxony, as a Protestant.
She would have a considerable fortune, was entitled to a
great inheritance, and her rank and connections offered
the most splendid alliance in Germany. The Prince had
never seen her; she had no pretensions to charm; the
obstacles to such a match were formidable. But the
very difficulties seemed to spur him to action, whilst
his politic spirit foresaw the advantages of an alliance
with the great and almost independent magnates of
Central Germany.

Orange was a Catholic, the subject, counsellor, and
minister of the most Catholic King, having all his
domains within the power of Philip, who held his whole
life and fortunes, as it were, in pledge for his loyalty
and bis orthodoxy. Anne was a Protestant, the
daughter of the old Emperor's most dangerous enemy,
niece and granddaughter of two devoted chiefs of the
Lutheran movement. The negotiations for this adven-
turous marriage, which were carried on for nearly two